1.1
Current evidence on the efficacy and safety of minimally invasive oesophagectomy (MIO) is adequate to support the use of this procedure provided that normal arrangements are in place for clinical governance, consent and audit with local review of results. 
Other comments
2.5.1 The Committee noted the possibility of bias and confounding within the published studies. However, the studies included large numbers of patients and showed no consistent differences in any efficacy or safety outcomes compared with open surgery.
Further information
3.1 For related NICE guidance see www.nice.org.uk
Information for patients
NICE has produced information on this procedure for patients and carers ('Understanding NICE guidance'). It explains the nature of the procedure and the guidance issued by NICE, and has been written with patient consent in mind. See www.nice.org.uk/guidance/IPG407/publicinfo
